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(57) ABSTRACT

A deployment mechanism of a tissue-removing catheter
includes a socket member received in a catheter body that is
capable of moving longitudinally therein, and a ball member
extending distally from the distal end portion of the cutting
element and operatively connected to the socket member.
The ball member is constrained axially relative to the socket
member and is capable of pivoting relative to the socket
member for allowing pivoting of the cutting element relative
to the socket when the cutting element is moved from a
retracted position to a cutting position.
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